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I am the House of Wisdom, and ‘Ali is its Door

Imam ‘Alf al-Qar1!

Translated by Abt Hasan
Released by www.marifah.net 1429 H

Mishkat al Masabih, 6096:

[Also narrated] from him is that he said: RastilAllah # said: “I am the house of

wisdom and ‘Al is its door™

Reported by al-Tirmidhi® who said: “This is an uncommon* narration [Hadith
gharib.]” And he said: “Some have reported it from Sharik and they did not
mention Al-Sunébihiy in their chain. We do not know this Hadith from any
reliable narrator except Sharik.”

[Also narrated] from him: that is, narrated by ‘Ali 4’

is that he said: RasiillAllah sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “I am the house of wisdom: in

' Mirgat al-Mafitih, vol.11/pg.252

* Ana dar al-hikmah wa ‘Alf babuha

3 Tirmidhi in Sunam, Hadith no.3744 [20:73]
“I.e. it is narrated via one chain only.

> Because the previous Hadith in Mishkat, no.6095 is also narrated by ‘Al



another report: “I am the city of knowledge” [ana madinat al-‘ilm.] In another narration [of

Al-Masabih]: “I am the house of knowledge” [ana dar al-‘ilm.]

and ‘Al is its door: that is, one of its doors.[babun min abwabiha.] Another report has this
addition: “Whosoever seeks knowledge, let them come through its door.”® And the meaning

is to enter [the city/house of knowledge] from one of its doors.

However, this specific mention is an indication of the pre-eminence [of ‘Ali]; and indeed, he
is greater in rank and knowledge compared to many other Companions. This also affirms
that all Companions are like doors [to the house of wisdom] as RasitilAllah # has said: “My
companions are like the stars; if you follow any of them, you will be guided”.” That is, you will

be guided in spite of the difference in their luminosity.

This is also established from the fact that their Successors [z2bi7n] took various sciences of
Canon Law [shariah] like Qur’an recitation, Qur’anic exegesis, Hadith and Figh from
numerous Companions other than just ‘Ali <. This shows that the ‘door’ is not exclusive and
restricted only to ‘Ali, except the door of judiciary [bab al-gada’a); because it has been

reported in his praise: “Ali is the foremost judge amongst you’ [agdakum ‘ali].

Similarly, such distinctions have been given to other Companions like
a) Ubayy: ‘he is the best in recitation amongst you.’

b) Zayd b. Thabit: ‘he is the most knowledgeable amongst you regarding inheritance.’

¢) Mu’adh b. Jabal: ‘he is the most knowledgeable amongst you concerning the lawful and

unlawful’ 8

% Al-Hakim in A/-Mustadrak, 3/127.
7 as-habi ka’n nujim fa bi ayyihim iqtadaytum ihtadaytum

¥ Al-Bukhari, 4481, in the words of ‘Umar <: ‘the foremost in Qur’an recitation is Ubayy and judgement is ‘Ali.’
|agra-una Ubayy wa aqdana ‘Ali]

Tirmidhi in Sunan;, Hadith no.3816 from Anas b. Malik: ‘The most merciful towards my followers among my
followers is Abu Bakr, the strictest in following the command of Allah is ‘Umar; the most bashful amongst them
is ‘Uthman; the most accurate in recitation of the Book of Allah is Ubayy b. Ka’ab; the most knowledgeable
about inheritance laws is Zayd b. Thabit; the most knowledgeable about lawful and forbidden is Mu’adh b.
Jabal; and verily every nation has its trustee and the trustee of this nation is Aba ‘Ubaydah b. Al-Jarrah.’
Tirmidhi says it is fasan sahih.



There are other narrations that indicate the plenitude of his knowledge like the report from
Ma’qil b. Yasar [in A/-Riyad] that he said: I helped RasulAllah # with ablution. He then
asked: ‘Will you come with me to visit Fatimah?’ I said: “Yes.” He rose up leaning upon me

saying: ‘The weight will be borne by someone else and you will get the reward for it’

[Ma’qil] said: I did not feel a thing until we entered Fatimah’s house and asked: ‘How are you
feeling now?” She said: ‘My pain and hardship has increased, my hunger and need has

worsened and my sickness has prolonged.’

‘Abdullah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal said: I have found in the very handwriting of my father about
this Hadith that he mentioned [the Prophet # saying]: ‘Are you not content that your
husband is the foremost in Islam and is the most knowledgeable and the greatest in

forbearance?”’

People asked Ibn ‘Abbas: ‘What kind of a man was ‘Ali?” and he answered: ‘He was full of
wisdom, knowledge, strength and the ability to help others; in addition to his nearness to

RasiilAllah # in being his kin."

Sa’id b. al-Musayyib said that ‘Umar would seek refuge from [facing] a dilemma in the

absence of Abi Hasan. "'

Tayyibi said: ‘Perhaps it is these praises that makes the Shi’ah to conclude that knowledge
and wisdom is restricted and exclusive to ‘Ali < and none can achieve it, except through his
mediation. Because one enters a house through the door as Allah ta’ala has ordered: ‘Enter

houses by their doors’ '*.

’ Reported in Musnad Imam Ahmad, 5/26. Majma’ al-Zawa id n0.14595.
' Narrated by Imam Ahmadin Eulogies.

" “Ali b. Aba Talib whose apellation was Abu al-Hasan <. It means Sayyiduna ‘Umar expected ‘Al < to be
around to seek his advice when he was faced with a dilemma.

'2 Al-Bagarah, v.189



This argument [of the shi’ah] is not valid; because the house of paradise is not as extensive as

the house of wisdom, yet it has eight doors."

Reported by al-Tirmidhi who said: “This is an uncommon narration [ Hadith gharib]: That is,

its chain is uncommon.
And he said: that is, Tirmidhi.

“Some have reported it from Sharik: Sharik b. ‘Abdullah, the Judge of Baghdad as

mentioned by the exegete.
and they did not mention: those who have narrated this Hadith [from Sharik.]
in it: that is, in their chain.

Al-Sunabihiy: with a dammah on sad, followed by kasrah on [ba] with one dot, and [ha]

without any dot.

We do not know this Hadith from any reliable narrator except Sharik.”: the exception should
be read: ghayra with a nasb. It is said that in some copies of Sunan, it is written ‘an sharik
instead of ghayra sharik. Allah ta’ala knows best.

Also know, that the Hadith, “I am the city of knowledge and ‘Al is its door” is reported by
Al-Hakim in his A/-Mustadrak, in the Chapter of Eulogies [ Bab al-Manaqib] narrated by Ibn
‘Abbas; and he said that it was a rigorously authenticated [safifi] narration.

Dhabhabi criticized it and said: ‘Rather, it is a forgery.’

Abu Zur’ah said: ‘How many have been embarrassed by it!’

Yahya b. Ma’in said: “It is baseless.” Abii Hatim and Yahya b. Sa’id said likewise.

" That is, a more extensive house would naturally have more doors.



Dar Qutni said: “It is established”

Tirmidhi reported it in his A/-Jami under Eulogies and said: “it is rejected.”

Bukhari said similarly: “there is not a sound chain for this narration.”

Ibn Al-Jawzi included it in his A/-Mawdi’at

Ibn Dagqiq al-‘Id said: “This Hadith is not proven.”

It is also said that it is a falsehood.

However, Hafiz Abu Sa’id al-‘Ala’1 said: “The correct view is, that it is a fair report [Aasan|
because of its numerous routes; neither sound [sahifl] nor weak [da7f] leave alone its being

forged [mawdii].” This was mentioned by Al-Zarkashi.

Hafiz [Ibn Hajar] Al-‘Asqalani was asked about it and he said: “It is fair. Neither sound like

Al-Hakim said, nor forged like Ibn al-Jawzi said.” *°

Al-Suyiti said: ‘I have explained the statements of Ibn Hajar and Al-‘Ala’1 in [my book]:

Critique of Forgeries. '°

In a report of [ Musnad| Al-Firdaws. ‘I am the city of knowledge; Abu Bakr is its foundation;

‘Umar its enclosure; ‘Uthman the roof and ‘Ali its door.’ 17

Some have given a peculiar and aberrant explanation and said: ““Ali is its door’ means, the

' Book of Forgeriesby Ibn al-Jawzi
'S innahu hasan; 14 sahih kama qal al-Hakim; wa 1a mawdi’ kama qal Ibn al-Jawzi
' The book: Al-Ta’qqubat ‘ali al-Mawdii’at Ibn al-Jawzi

" Musnad al-Firdaws, 1/43, Hadith no.105



door is high analogous to Ya’qib’s recitation in which he recited: siratun ‘aliyyun mustagim,

with fanwin and raf’a on the second word. '8

'8 Al-Hijr, 15:41; whereas the regular recitation of Al-Hafs is siratun ‘alayya mustagim



